
Democracy for Pittsburgh Endorsement Questions                         2010  
  
1. Health care: what version(s) of public option and/or single payer do you  
support?  Please be specific as to structure, funding, and who should  
administer the program. (Gubernatorial candidates: answer this presuming  
that a pre-empting national health program will not be passed, or that it will  
allow latitude for state-specific options. Senatorial candidates, please  
answer this question presuming that the issue will not be answered before  
the winner takes, or returns to, office.)  
 
I support a single-payer health care system. If the legislature does not pass the 
currently-proposed legislation -- which I would sign into law -- I will appoint a 
governor's commission to hold hearings, which I will chair, to explore the 
feasibility of establishing a single-payer system modeled on Medicare to provide 
health care for all Pennsylvanians. Pennsylvania should participate in a federal 
insurance exchange, should one be created; I will veto any bill which would opt us 
out of such a system.  
 
2. Do we need to reform regulations controlling the provider end of health  
care delivery? As with the question above, please assume that these  
issues will still be in play at the state and / or national level.  Please  
address some or all of the following: geographical limits to access;  
auxiliary costs such as ambulances, lab fees, doctors who impose  
"minimum visit" requirements (additional visits, services, or tests); group  
drug buying agreements; for-profit liability insurance; clinics.  
 
Access to medical care is a serious concern for many Pennsylvanians. Many 
Pennsylvania residents already have limited access to physicians, and the problem 
is getting worse, not better, as hospitals -- and especially maternity wards -- are 
closing across the state.  I am committed to ensuring Pennsylvanians have ready 
access to a full range of medical services, and will work to keep medical providers 
from closing facilities without public input from the communities they serve. 
 
3. We and our friends want to start businesses, but can't get loans. How  
will you ensure that "economic stimulus" will allow new, innovative  
businesses to sprout, instead of primarily encouraging the spread of large  
multinationals, to the detriment of locally-owned businesses? Do you  
believe existing tax and incentive structures are about right or is there a  
built in bias for larger or smaller businesses? If elected, what changes, if  
any, would you seek, to adjust that balance?  
 
Small businesses are the heart of our economy. Our economic recovery has to focus 
on helping new local businesses and keeping existing small businesses afloat. I 
support extending long-term capital loans and micro-loans to small businesses from 
the commonwealth. I will also pressing Congress to restore and increase federal 
stimulus funding to the Small Business Administration. 
 
As Montgomery County Commissioner, I launched a bold county economic 
development plan to spur major urban redevelopment projects to attract and retain 
businesses and to rejuvenate older commercial complexes. In its first year, the plan 
has created or maintained over four hundred jobs in downtown Norristown.  
 



I will reform our corporate tax system and close the "Delaware Loophole", forcing 
large multi-state corporations to pay their fair share of Pennsylvania taxes. The 
enhanced revenue from the CNIT will go towards supporting essential services 
and promoting small business growth. 
 
4. All of us are downwind, downstream, occupationally exposed to, or "up  
the food chain" from toxic wastes.  What can you do--what do you intend to  
do--to strengthen the rights and broaden the legal options of affected  
populations across county, state, and even national lines?  
 
Earlier this year I visited Mt. Morris, where I spoke with Greene County residents 
who have been deeply affected by the destruction of Dunkard Creek. Their 
experience shows us how a single incident can destroy precious water and land. I 
have also been following with interest the lawsuit filed by residents of Dimock 
against a natural gas driller allegedly responsible for the contamination of 
Dimock's drinking water with toxic chemicals.  
 
I have urged the Department of Environmental Protection to strengthen their 
wastewater regulations, which are not strong enough. As governor I will increase 
the Department of Environmental Protection's enforcement and regulatory 
powers, and I will push for strong accountability laws and penalties for pollution. 
We also must improve the public's "right to know" laws and insist on public 
comment periods to allow community input.  
 
By strengthening our regulations, we both minimize the chance of toxic 
contamination incidents and provide our residents better legal recourse when 
contamination occurs. 
 
Please vouch that these answers have been approved by the candidate:  
 
I approve the answers to this questionnaire. 
 
 
_________________________ 
 
Name of the person sending the answers:  
 
Will Quale 
Policy Director 
Joe Hoeffel 2010 
 
If there is a more appropriate e-mail we should be using, what is it?  
will@joehoeffel2010.com 
 
Thank you for participating in our endorsement!  Please e-mail responses  
c/o jfsabl@gmail.com by noon on Feb. 26th. 


