
1. Health care: what version(s) of public option and/or single payer do you 
support? Please be specific as to structure, funding, and who should 
administer the program. (Gubernatorial candidates: answer this presuming 
that a pre-empting national health program will not be passed, or that it will 
allow latitude for state-specific options. Senatorial candidates, please 
answer this question presuming that the issue will not be answered before 
the winner takes, or returns to, office.) 
 
I am very supportive of a robust public option.  The public options has been proposed in 
several different versions.  I have signed onto a letter authored by Senator Bennett that 
outlines a public option that I believe has the most likely chance of passage. 
 
2. Do we need to reform regulations controlling the provider end of health 
care delivery? As with the question above, please assume that these 
issues will still be in play at the state and / or national level. Please 
address some or all of the following: geographical limits to access; 
auxiliary costs such as ambulances, lab fees, doctors who impose 
"minimum visit" requirements (additional visits, services, or tests); group 
drug buying agreements; for-profit liability insurance; clinics. 
 
Ensuring Americans have access to affordable care is essential and health care reform 
must address obstacles to this care. Addressing underserved healthcare areas is of the up 
most importance. This issue causes great difficulties for people in urban and rural areas. 
I support loan repayment assistance for physicians serving in these areas and a leader in 
providing funding to health centers to expand access in underserved areas. 
 
As consumers, patients should not be subject to erroneous or egregious health care 
charges. Health care costs can be unclear leading to additional fees that place hardships 
on patients including lab fees and ambulance. A transparent system that works for 
patients is needed. Requiring unnecessary health services to increase income by 
physicians is a severe problem leading to overuse of the system and increased costs. 
Health care service decisions must be based on the needs of the patient not on increasing 
income. 
 
The cost of prescription drugs is a strain on many Americans. The value of grouping 
together to purchase prescription drugs is clear, especially for low-income individuals. 
Further, I support allowing prescription drug importation to reduce the cost of 
prescription drugs. 
 
With the cost of medical liability insurance so high, especially in Pennsylvania, making a 
profit from this insurance is concerning and should be scrutinized. 
 
There is a need to reform the provider system to ensure that patients are receiving the 
best possible care. I support comparative effectiveness research that will provide 
physicians with best practices information so patients obtain the best care possible. 



 
3. We and our friends want to start businesses, but can't get loans. How 
will you ensure that "economic stimulus" will allow new, innovative 
businesses to sprout, instead of primarily encouraging the spread of large 
multinationals, to the detriment of locally-owned businesses? Do you 
believe existing tax and incentive structures are about right or is there a 
built in bias for larger or smaller businesses? If elected, what changes, if 
any, would you seek, to adjust that balance? 
 
 Small businesses have been the engine for economic growth and job creation in the 
United States. Small businesses represent more than 99 percent of all employers, produce 
more than half of our non-farm Gross Domestic Product (GDP), and have generated 
nearly two-thirds of new jobs over the past 15 years. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
alone has 978,831 small businesses. Of these small businesses, 236,775 are small 
employers who represent 98.4% of Pennsylvania’s employers and 49.9% of its private-
sector employment.   
 
In December 2009 I introduced the Helping Small Business Succeed Act of 2009 (S.2918)  
which  will make it easier for small businesses to access the credit and capital they need 
to expand and create new jobs.  It uses the revenue derived from investments made 
through TARP to pay for the Small Business Administration reforms aimed at unlocking 
credit.   
 
The Helping Small Business Succeed Act jumpstarts lending and provides small 
businesses the assistance they need to lead America out of the recession by 1) 
permanently increasing the SBA loan limit from $2 million to $5 million on 7(a) loans, 
from $1.5 million to $5.5 million on 504 loans, and from $35,000 to $50,000 on 
microloans; 2) raising the maximum loan guarantee percentage to 97.5%, which will 
quickly and efficiently incentivize the existing network of financial institutions to make 
affordable loans to small business; 3) extending the waivers for the 7(a) borrower fees 
and the 504 borrower and bank fees, which were enacted as part of the stimulus package, 
until 2011; and 4) authorizing the SBA to declare certain communities “economic 
disaster areas” and to provide further assistance to small businesses within these areas. 
Unemployment in some counties in Pennsylvania has risen as high as 12 and 14 percent. 
This will give the SBA with greater flexibility to use its funds to target areas of the 
country where the level of unemployment exceeds the national level and where small 
businesses have been hit the hardest. 
 
I am also a cosponsor of the Small Business Jump Start Act of 2009 (S.1402), which 
provides tax incentives to small business entrepreneurs by increasing deductions for 
start-up expenses and increasing the deduction phase-out threshold.  It increases the 
small business start-up expenses deduction from $5,000 to $10,000 and increases the 
threshold for the deduction phase-out from $50,000 in start-up expenses to $60,000. 
 
I have also consistently supported proposals that advocate simplifying the Federal tax 
system.  The current system is a complex tax code with a myriad of rates, deductions, and 



instructions.  It brings about hours of non-productive time being spent by the taxpayer in 
compliance with, or avoidance of, the tax code.  Congress should simplify the tax code so 
that taxpayers are not burdened with hours of painful paperwork when they file their tax 
returns.  A sensible tax policy, combined with tools to promote fiscal discipline, will 
allow for economic expansion and put our country on the road toward a balanced 
budget. 
 
4. All of us are downwind, downstream, occupationally exposed to, or "up 
the food chain" from toxic wastes. What can you do--what do you intend to 
do--to strengthen the rights and broaden the legal options of affected 
populations across county, state, and even national lines? 
 
I have been a long time supporter of redevelopment of “brownfields,” which are idle or 
underused industrial and commercial facilities where expansion or redevelopment is 
complicated by real or perceived environmental contamination preventing a the return of 
the land to productive use.  In the 107th Congress I cosponsored the Brownfields 
Revitalization and Environmental Restoration Act (S.350), which authorized $150 million 
annually over 5 years for brownfields cleanups; provided liability protection for 
landholders or purchasers of contaminated property, if they did not contribute to the 
contamination and cooperate with state or federal cleanup efforts; authorized $50 
million annually to help establish or and enhance State programs.  These efforts have 
helped revitalize cities and added to their tax bases while preserving green and open 
spaces.   
 
In the past I worked with the residents of Hazleton and Hazle township, Luzerne County 
to obtain the attention and resources necessary to clean up their homes and community 
from the catastrophic leaking at the Tranguch Gasoline Spill Site from underground 
storage tanks of hundreds of thousands of gallons of gasoline that occurred over a 
number of years, which has affected approximately 400 homes.  I raised the issue many 
times with the EPA administrator, and hosted a meeting between residents, elected 
officials and the administrator on May 14, 2002.  These efforts persuaded EPA and the 
U.S. Coast Guard to invest millions of dollars and take additional cleanup steps.  I also 
fought to help the citizens of Throoop Borough, Lackawanna County to resolve their 
dispute with the EPA regarding lead contamination at the Marjol Battery Site.  As these 
issues have come up in the past, I have acted to both legislate and bring attention to 
them, and plan to continue doing so in the future.   


