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Auditor General Candidate: 
 
1. Our Eye in Government The auditor general serves, figuratively, 
as the eyes of the public--but can also work to put more information 
before the actual eyes of the actual public. What concrete steps can 
you, and would you take to increase the availability, transparency, 
manageability and comprehensibility of the state's financial 
documents?	  
	  	  
Being elected shortly after the controversial legislative pay raise, I 
was committed from day one to clean up Harrisburg and increase 
public accountability. During my time in the House, I became the 
first legislator in our state’s history to post my legislative expenses 
online. I also helped lead the fight to overhaul our state’s antiquated 
right-to-know law.	  
	  	  
For these efforts, I was called a “Pioneer in Public Accountability” 
by the York Daily Record. In addition, the Harrisburg Patriot News 
labeled me the “King of Twitter” for my social media operation, 
borne out of a need to keep the citizens of Pennsylvania better 
informed on the actions of their government.	  
	  	  
As Auditor General, I will expand upon these efforts and strive to 
bring the Auditor General’s communication operation into the 21st 
century. I will utilize social media and news feeds to beef up our 
outreach efforts, and I will revamp the office’s website to increase 
transparency and accountability while at the same time ensuring the 
public has the full understanding of audit information.	  
 
2. Challenges of the Job--Why You? What do you see as the 
biggest challenge to any auditor general at any time, in serving the 
good of the greater public? On that basis, how are you the best 
candidate for the job, right now?	  
	  
	  	  



The Auditor General must be three things: 1. Independent 2. A Good 
communicator and 3. A good leader.	  
	  	  
Though I am a committed Democrat, I stand up to the party when I 
believe the Party is wrong. I would enter office as an independent 
voice of the people of the state.	  
 
I also have proven communication skills from my legislative tenure, 
as mentioned above.	  
 
My government leadership skills were proven in four specific 
instances. One, as the former Director of Economic Development in 
York City, I streamlined the permitting process and assisted in 
improving the business climate. Two, as Deputy Secretary of the 
Department of Environmental Protection, I led the state's effort in 
successfully recruiting Gamesa, the world's second largest wind 
energy company to the state. Three, my legislation, the Alternative 
Energy Investment Act is a nationally recognized law for creating 
alternative energy jobs. Finally, my five-year effort to finally pass a 
ban on texting while driving shows a commitment and dedication to 
a cause.	  
	  	  
Why now? Because the current path sought by the Corbett 
Administration will damage our state for future generations without 
an effective and independent watchdog.	  
	  
3.	  Fulfillment	  of	  State	  Contracts	  Example:	  the	  Commonwealth	  of	  PA	  
contracted	  to	  buy	  the	  Pittsburgh	  municipal	  court	  building	  for	  $9,000,000,	  
but	  has	  failed	  to	  honor	  that	  signed	  contract,	  thereby	  costing	  the	  local	  
municipality	  roughly	  a	  million	  dollars	  per	  year.	  The	  state	  uses	  the	  building.	  
The	  city	  does	  not.	  The	  city,	  however,	  is	  saddled	  with	  the	  cost	  of	  utilities,	  
maintenance	  and	  upkeep.	  This	  is	  one	  of	  several	  examples	  where	  the	  state	  is	  
currently	  failing	  to	  honor	  a	  signed	  contract,	  and	  is	  de	  facto	  stealing	  services	  
and/or	  support	  from	  municipalities.	  What	  can,	  and	  what	  should	  the	  auditor	  
do	  to	  ensure	  that	  the	  state	  follows	  through	  on	  signed	  contracts	  with	  



counties,	  municipalities,	  and	  NGOs,	  especially	  in	  situations	  where	  the	  state	  
is	  nominally	  short	  on	  funds	  to	  fulfill	  its	  obligations?	  
 
	  
The Auditor General has the ability to audit all areas of the 
executive branch to ensure funds are spent appropriately and 
policies are carried out effiently and effectively. State contracts are 
an item the Auditor General not only has jusrisdiction, but is an 
essential component of the office.	  
	  	  
State contract compliance is critical to ensure taxpayers receive 
appropriate service for their money. Recent examples include 
Auditor General Jack Wagner's audit of state hospitals and their 
contracting and compliance issues as well as the State Workers' 
Insurance Fund (SWIF), the largest workers' compensation 
insurance carrier in Pennsylvania. In each instance, the Auditor 
General found subpar performance at a high cost.	  
  
	  
When these audits occur, and these practices are discovered, the 
Auditor General must inform the Administration, the public and 
work with all approrpriate parties to remedy the situation.	  


