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1. Nationwide, municipalities, counties and states are instituting "good corporate 
citizenship" guidelines for banks and fund managers wishing to hold/manage 
governmental funds. These requirements can be quite creative: cutting banks out 
if they engage in predatory lending (or fail to modify predatory mortgages); 
requiring a certain percentage of reinvestment in defined projects (in 
state..."greening"...revitalization of onshore manufacturing); giving bonus points 
to banks who maintain services in geographically underserved areas. What sorts 
of guidelines do you feel might be acceptable in PA, would avoid inappropriate 
favoritism / pork, and would remind banks that they have a primary responsibility 
to their community and their customers, not only to their shareholders and to the 
paychecks of their top management and board? 
 
ANSWER:   The financial crisis has taught us the dramatic effects that decisions 
in corporate board rooms have had on our Main Streets.  Banks should be 
anchors of our business districts, not pariahs draining our communities of 
vibrancy.  I strongly believe in responsible banking legislation that incentivizes 
investment in low and moderate income neighborhoods.  I will encourage banks 
holding public funds in deposit to be investing them in our neighborhoods. And I 
will strongly support a regulatory structure that takes a no-nonsense approach to 
mismanagement of the public’s money. 
 
2. What sorts of jobs best anchor and sustain a community?  What role, if any, 
should the state legislature play in encouraging / not hindering certain types of 
job development? 
  
ANSWER:  Every neighborhood has a unique character and personality.  I 
believe that any jobs plan should  move beyond just investing in tax breaks.  We 
need programs that invest in people.  As executive director of a non-profit 
focused on attracting and retaining young people to our region, I know that 
people want to stay here- we need to give them the tools.  The state plays a 
critical role in funding programs that encourage innovation and give a boost to 
our business districts. 
  
3. Levels of Oversight: EPA oversight and Healthcare are, in large part, a 
statewide / national level issue. However, zoning, permitting, administration of 
benefits, etc. have also been city and county issues. What is the upside in having 



overlapping oversight and regulation at the municipal, county, state and federal 
levels?  In both the case of health care and of resource extraction, very large 
local employers have vested interests that may not be in line with the best 
interests of the citizenry. What, realistically, do you hope to do to further the best 
interests of the citizenry, and/or reduce the risk of inappropriate corporate 
influence? Separately address the issue of healthcare access (in an era of local 
hospital closings and growing regional monopolies) and the issue of coal and 
natural gas extraction. 
  
ANSWER:  If healthcare companies and hospital systems are going to be treated 
as charitable organizations for tax purposes, I strongly believe they have an 
obligation to serve the common good.  They are the anchors of our new 
economy, but I will not have citizens caught up in a war that threatens to cut off 
service to thousands.  I truly believe that the Pennsylvania Constitution clearly 
lays the duty I would undertake as an elected official as it regards the 
environment. 
  
"The people have a right to clean air, pure water, and to the preservation of the 
natural, scenic, historic and aesthetic values of the environment. Pennsylvania's 
public natural resources are the common property of all the people, including 
generations yet to come. As trustee of these resources, the Commonwealth shall 
conserve and maintain them for the benefit of all the people." 
 
As a state legislator, I will work tirelessly to uphold this obligation.  I believe that 
governments have the duty to be the steward of these resources for future 
generations, and I will make sure that any extraction is done in a cautious, 
responsible manner with these rights at the forefront of my descision-making. 
  
  
Erin C. Molchany 


